
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 
 

PRELUDE “Chant de Paix” — Jean Langlais  Mark Cole, organ 

 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

One: From water to wilderness: 

All:  God’s covenant continues; 

One: On stone and in hearts: 

All:  God’s covenant continues; 

One: From the ancestor of nations to the Son lifted up: 

All:  God’s covenant continues; 

One: We follow Jesus on the Lenten path, 

All:  for where he is, we would be also. 

 

HYMN  #77  “Forty Days and Forty Nights” (page 7 below) 

  Kelly Leibensperger, hymn leader 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Peter Leibensperger 

One: God’s bow has been hung in the clouds—a unilateral disarmament in spite of our sin.  

God remains faithful to the covenant of steadfast love, even when we are unfaithful. 

Without fear, then, we confess our sins. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: God of mercy, 

we begin this Lenten season in confession. 

We do not live according to your ways, but according to our own. 

We condone violence, participate in systems of injustice, 

and use power to our own advantage at the expense of others. 

Forgive us, we pray, 

when we are tempted to follow paths other than those you set before us. 

Teach us your commandments; 

help us to turn from evil in its many guises,  

and turn us toward your kingdom drawing near. 

In covenantal love, remember us, we pray, and be for us, once more and always, an ark 

of safety and new life. 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 

First Sunday of Lent 
February 21, 2021 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 
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DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: As Noah and his family were brought safely through the flood onto dry ground, 

so in baptismal waters we are brought from death into new life in Christ. 

Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God, forgives us and reconciles us and all things 

in heaven and on earth. 

All:  Thanks be to God for this good news! 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

One: Gracious God, 

in rushing waters and in dry wilderness, in every season and circumstance, we need your 

sustaining word. 

By the power of your Holy Spirit, proclaim the good news among us today so that we may repent 

and believe and see anew how the time is fulfilled 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 9:8-17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and 

your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 

animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant 

with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be 

a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 

and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and 

it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the 

bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is 

in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature 

of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 

between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”  
 

 Mark 1:9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he 

was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 

him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And 

the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by 

Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

ANTHEM   “A Gaelic Blessing” — John Rutter, arr. Mary Kay Parrish Kirk Ringers 

 

SERMON  “Time has Come Near” Dr. Gerdts 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on DEO GRATIAS (page 8 below) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” — arr. William Ringham  Mark Cole, piano 

 

 

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN! Please be in touch if you have news to share 

or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week age-appropriate lessons and 

activities are emailed to families who sign up. To register your child, please fill out this form. Past lessons 

can be viewed on the Children’s Ministry page of the church website. 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR FEBRUARY 21: 

Prelude – “Chant de Paix,” Jean Langlais 

Langlais (1907-1991) was a French composer of modern classical music, organist, and improviser. He 

described himself as “Breton, de foi Catholique.” His works include masses and organ music, some based 

on Gregorian themes, enhanced by polymodal harmonies, as well as music for other forces. 
 

Hymn – “Forty Days and Forty Nights” 

In our hymnal, the hymn tune wedded to “Forty Days and Forty Nights” is AUS DER TIEFE RUFE ICH (Out of 

the Depths I Cry), which was originally written for a German hymn based on Psalm 130. In the original 

songbook, the tune was attributed to “M. H.,” initials that are generally accepted to refer to Martin Herbst 

(1654–1681). The tune itself harkens back to early church music as it employs modal inflection in measure 

four, where B-natural makes an appearance in D minor. This Dorian inflection gives the minor mode a lift 

and adds a touch of mystery to the sound. 
 

Anthem – “A Gaelic Blessing” 

We welcome the Kirk Ringers as they perform “A Gaelic Blessing” composed by John Rutter and arranged 

by Mary Kay Parrish. Our ringers include: Corinne Brandt, Maggie Dunn, Hope Elgart, Julia Hart, Connor 

Jackson, Rebecca Lentine, Allison Massaro, Colin Preihs, Jillian Shapiro, Annie Veasey, and Shayne 

Ventura. We hope that this piece provides a moment of meditation during this Lenten season. 
 

Meditation on DEO GRACIAS, arr. Brenda Portman 

Like “Forty Days and Forty Nights,” this hymn, “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High” features a 

Dorian inflection in the second full measure of the melody, where A-natural makes an appearance in C 

minor. The mysterious quality of this mode is well suited for this hymn, which ponders all of the wondrous 

things that Christ has done for us. 
 

———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
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Postlude – “Beneath the Cross of Jesus,” arr. William Ringham 

In the first stanza of this hymn, the cross is depicted as a desert oasis —a stop along the way where we can 

recover from the stress of life. The second stanza reminds us of the great cost of that oasis—Jesus suffered and 

died a torturous death because of His great love for us—and how little we are worth in comparison. The last 

stanza echoes what Paul wrote to the Philippians: “whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” 

(Philippians 3:7-8a). William Ringham holds the BM and MM degrees in Piano Performance from Indiana 

University. Ringham has performed solo piano concerts across the United States and Mexico. After retiring 

from teaching, he turned his attention to full -time composition. William Ringham is the Director of Music at 

Mission Del Sol Presbyterian Church, Tempe, Arizona. 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continue in the church driveway each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. Greet properly masked and socially distanced pastors and elders when you 

pull through to the office-side door. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

ANNUAL MEETING AND REPORT TODAY FOLLOWING WORSHIP – This year’s annual meeting 

of the corporation will take place on Sunday, February 21 on Zoom immediately following worship. The 

Annual Report is available here. If you need a print copy, please contact the church office. 

 

THE FPCH LENTEN DEVOTIONAL IS AVAILABLE – With contributions from staff and 

congregation members, this year’s devotional follows the Revised Common Lectionary and offers personal 

reflection, meditation, and prayer. Please find and print your own copy here. There are a limited number of 

print copies available during today’s drive-through for those without computers or printers.  

 

MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45 

a.m. on Zoom at this link. This week (2/21) for our Conversation on Race we will have a guest 

speaker: Dianne R. Browne, PhD, CFLE, CSE, Project Director, Camden Healthy Start. She will be 

discussing the intersection between structural racism and maternal/child health. In preparation please read 

these articles, What’s Killing America’s Black Infants? And America is Failing its Black Mothers.  Each 

week’s resources are linked in the weekly email newsletter and on the Adult Ed page of the website. 

Questions? Email Becky Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com. We hope you can join us!  

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY BEGINS TOMORROW – Doug is starting a new Bible study for anyone who has 

hesitated to join a Bible study or wants to try something new. The class will use a book called A Guide 

through the Old Testament and meet on 12 consecutive Mondays beginning on February 22 at 11:30 a.m. 

on Zoom. (If that schedule is terrible for folks who want to participate, we'll re-examine during our first 

session!) The books are $15 and will be available soon! If you know you're interested and want to reserve 

one, just click here to send Doug an email. If you can’t join the discussion but would like to work through 

the book on your own, that works, too. Doug is happy to have one-on-one conversations on the texts at any 

point. Take a chance and let the world of the Bible open up! 

 

YOUTH GROUP – After a few weeks off we are meeting up this Sunday for some Virtual Uno and we 

are hoping you can join us for some Draw 4 and Reverse fun. Be on the lookout for the Zoom info! Not on 

the email list? Contact Gab Heimerling. 

 

 

 

 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84284511344
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Annual%20Report%202020.pdf
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/FPCH%20Lenten%20Devotional%202021%208-5%20x%2011.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84520579976
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Whats%20Killing%20Americas%20Black%20Infants%20The%20Nation.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/America%20is%20Failing%20its%20Black%20Mothers%20Harvard%20Public%20Health%20Magazine%20.pdf
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86437257464
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
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IHOC MALL WALK – The 2021 Annual Mall Walk has gone hybrid! 

Join IHOC on Sunday, February 28, 2021 starting at 12:00 Noon In-

person at Voorhees Town Center OR Virtually at the location of your 

choice. Click here for full details or to donate. Contact Ed Hess with 

questions: (856) 428-8598 The goal is to raise $50,000 to support 

IHOC’s programs for the homeless of South Jersey. Needs are great this 

year and programs are ongoing. 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY – Join Nikki on Thursday evenings at 6:30 for an in-depth study of 

Revelation. Here is the Zoom link, and here is the Syllabus. This Bible study is open to all, and you are 

welcome to jump in when you are able. Give it a try! 

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an 

informal conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The texts 

for Tuesday, February 23 are Gen 17: 1-7, 15-16 and Mark 8:31-38. Here’s the Zoom link.  

 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY meets next on Tuesday, March 2, at 7 p.m. for its study on the Book of 

Ephesians. Ephesians reveals many of God's wonderful truths including that we are all loved and accepted 

by Christ and saved through faith. We will go through the six chapters over a period of weeks and discuss 

what different religious teachers and pastors say about the book by Paul that discusses both God's love for 

us and how to be mature Christians. Deb Nussbaum and Jill and Tony Mascena host this Zoom study. We 

end every session with prayer concerns. All are welcome. If you would like the Zoom link, please contact 

the church office to be put on the Porch Study mailing list.  

 

MOVIE NIGHT, ANYONE? How about a big fat Greek movie night?! Here's something that’s just for fun 

— no work, no study, no reading — just taking a couple of hours and watching a really great movie that’s 

guaranteed to leave you feeling happy. It’s simple: 1. Sometime in the next few weeks, watch “My Big Fat 

Greek Wedding” on whatever device or streaming service you prefer. 2. Block off Tuesday, March 9, from 

7:00 to 8:00 p.m. for a Zoom conversation. That’s it. If something that folks enjoy, we’ll do it every month! 

 

ST WILFRID’S NEEDS: As long as it’s cold, we give out jackets and we still need sizes Large, Extra 

Large, and Extra, Extra Large! Hats and mittens and socks. Peanut butter tuna, diapers (kids and adult 

sizes), and wipes. These may be dropped off at the bin behind Grace Church any day during the week or at 

the drive through after church on Sundays Any questions,please contact Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 or 

check the website www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGES: Gen 17: 1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; 

walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 

exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him,  

“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall 

your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 

nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you.  

I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, 

for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.  

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will 

bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of 

peoples shall come from her.”  

https://www.interfaithhomelessoutreachcouncilsj.org/mall-walk/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76444231816
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Revelation%20Syllabus.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
https://www.interfaithhomelessoutreachcouncilsj.org/


6 

 

Mark 8:31-38 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. 

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 

and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”  

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 

who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain 

the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 

ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  

 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ashley Williams – awilliams@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

 

   
Doug, Travis and Nikki – Ash Wednesday Drive-Through 

 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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